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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "about" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear what exactly "... about 7.92 million assignable 
combinations for landline voice communication devices within each area code", 
"... at least about tripling the number of assignable combinations..." and "... at 
least about sixty-six percent fewer area codes to be used..." are? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1, 10, 15, 35-37, and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Brankley et al (U.S. Patent 5,467,390). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Brankley et al. teach the steps of: one of a 
plurality of unique sets of prefix characteristics is normally associated with one 
type of communications device that is connectable to a telecommunications 
system (col. 4, lines 2-14); assigning one of a plurality of unique multi-digit 
telephone numbers to each selected customer of the telecommunications system 
within each area code of each local area (i.e. area code 215) and granting each 
selected customer having a specific communications device that is connected to 
the telecommunications system to use a combination comprising any one of the 
unique sets of prefix characteristics plus the unique telephone umber to identify 
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the specific device (col. 5, lines 34-50); receiving a sequence of signals 
representing a set of prefix characteristics immediately preceding a telephone 
number, the set of prefix characteristics being distinguishable from said 
telephone number and defining a destination for said call, each telephone 
number having at least one destination (col. 6, lines 14-22); and connecting the 
call to the destination defined by the set of prefix characteristics (col. 6, lines 22- 
26). 

Brankley et al. do not specifically providing the number of assignable 
combinations, the percentage of fewer area codes to be used to serve local 
areas when compared to a conventional telecommunications system, and the 
limitation without determining the type of communications device to which the call 
is directed but rather Brankley et al. teach the California user dials prefix 1111 
plus number 215-443-1234 and need not have knowledge of the distinct facsimile 
number of the Pennsylvania customer and will be connected to a facsimile 
message at 2.4 KB (col. 6, lines 14-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that there are certain predefined assignable combinations of 
numbers can be assigned within each area code even though Brankley et al. do 
not mention in his invention. 

Claim 1 5 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed with respect to 
claim 1. 

Claim 35 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 15. Furthermore, Brankley et al. teach means for accepting a 
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combination comprising a code and a common telephone number as an 
indication that a caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber (col. 5, line 25 through col. 6, line 26). 

Regarding claims 36 and 44, Brankley et al. teach means for accepting is 
selected from the group consisting of: a line / land line telephone (Fig. 3, 44, 64); 
a cellular or wireless telephone (col. 5, line 39 - a Cellular Phone or PCN); a 
facsimile machine (Fig. 3, 48, 68); and a pager col. 5, line 38 - Beeper). 

Regarding claim 37, Brankley et al. teach the code is selected from a 
prefix that precedes an area code (col. 5, lines 30-50), a prefix that follows an 
area code, a suffix that precedes an area code, and a suffix that follows an area 
code (col. 8, lines 49-65 - utilizing prefix coding also extend to utilize prefix that 
follows an area code). 

Claim 42 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 35. Furthermore, Brankley et al. teach means for assigning a 
common telephone number to the particular subscriber (col. 5, line 35 and col. 7, 
lines 59-62); obviously a telephone call to directory number 215-466-6600 alone 
is an indication that a caller desires to reach the specific land line telephone. 

Regarding claim 43, Brankley et al. teach at least one communication 
device - landline telephone is in service (col. 7, lines 59-62). 
4. Claims 2-4, 1 1-14, 24, 38-41, and 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Brankley et al. (U.S. Patent 5,467,390) in view 
of Catron et al. (U.S. Patent 5,018,191). 
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Regarding claims 2-4, 1 1-12, 38-41 and 45-47, Brankley et al. teach the 
set of prefix codes is added to a directory number to identify the type of 
communication (col. 3, line 61 thru col. 4, line 14 and col. 5, lines 28-50). 
However, Brankley et al. do not specifically suggest the # and * symbols. 

Catron et al. teaches assigning a directory number for the destination, the 
directory number being the prefix for the destination plus the telephone number 
(such as # plus one or more digits - col. 4, line 66 through col. 5, line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the above mentioned feature as taught by 
Catron, in Brankley's system in order to have more specific types of prefix that 
can add to a directory number in order to identify the desired type of 
communication. 

Regarding claim 13, Brankley and Catron do not teach determining if a call 
is made from a cellular telephone or a land-based telephone, the call being 
routed through at least one cellular network. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art that the central office would recognize whether the call 
is made from a cellular telephone or a land-based telephone for complete routing 
the call. For example, a cellular telephone call will route to cell site, Mobile 
Switching Center, then to destination while a land-based telephone call will route 
to/from Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN). 

Regarding claim 14, Brankley and Catron do not teach directing the call to 
a cellular processing network if the set of prefix characteristics indicates that the 
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call is made to a cellular telephone. Obviously, a call to a cellular telephone can 
prefix such as *, * plus one or more digits, for example *2 or *C. 

Claim 24 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 15. Furthermore, Brankley et al. teach an administrative 
subsystem (Fig. 3, 52 and 60), and Catron et al. teach the steps of: a network 
(Fig. 1) having a routing apparatus including a switching component ("LEC 106") 
and an identification component for processing a call to a destination ("processor 
114"), the call including a sequence of signals indicating a set of prefix 
characteristics (such as #) and a telephone number for a specific communication 
device (col. 4, line 41 through col. 5, line 4). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number 
is 703-305-5451. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 
from 6:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (703) 305-4731. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-4700. 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,048 
Art Unit: 2642 

qhn 

Quynh H. Nguyen 
September 17, 2004 




AHMAD MATAR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



